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MARGARET RIVER COALMINE PROPOSAL 

Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: I just wanted to take a few moments of the house’s 
time to bring to the attention of the house some recent information regarding the ongoing issue of coalmining in 
the Margaret River region. It is an issue I have been following very closely, and I am looking forward to a debate 
on it in this house tomorrow. This particular issue that was brought to my attention is an initiative that has come 
from the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River in terms of continuing to represent their residents who remain 
concerned about ongoing pressure for coalmining, and the fact that there are a number of mining applications 
still hanging over the region. Last Thursday the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River released a media statement 
that I would like to read into the record. It is entitled “Shire leads fight against coal mining”, and reads — 

The Shire of Augusta–Margaret River has urged the Minister of the Mines and Petroleum Norman 
Moore to refuse or terminate all current applications for mining exploration licences targeting coal in 
the Margaret River Wine Region (MRWR). 

The request was made in formal submission to the Minister Moore yesterday and was signed by the 
Shire Chief Executive Officer Gary Evershed and Shire President Ray Colyer. 

The letter represented the views of key businesses and industry stakeholders and was co-signed by 
leaders of the Augusta–Margaret River Tourism Association, Geographe Bay Tourism Association, the 
Margaret River Wine Industry Association and the Margaret River Chamber of Commerce. 

The letter states: 

“We submit that coal mining in the MRWR is not in the public interest due to the adverse effect in 
would have on local communities. This is particularly due to its undermining of the environment and 
the primary industries of viticulture, agriculture and tourism in the overall economy. 

“We submit that coal mining in the MRWR would have an adverse impact on local surface and ground 
water quality. Any impact of natural surface waterways is likely to negatively impact on a number of 
threatened fauna occurring within the MRWR, including, the Margaret River Burrowing Crayfish, the 
Margaret River Hairy Marron, Balston’s Pygmy Perch, Mud Minnow and the Pouched Lamprey. 
“We submit that it is not in the public interest to allow coal exploration or coal mining in a region 
which is heavily reliant on tourism. This is particularly pertinent in the MRWR where the principle 
attractions for tourism are founded on the wine industry, sense of place (nature and pristine 
environment) and lifestyle.” 
The letter points to the conflict mining presents to the Shire’s economic development plans for the 
region as identified through the State Government’s Supertowns program. 
It expresses concern about the damage that will be done to the Margaret River brand and the detrimental 
impact it will have on the marketability of the region. 
Shire President Ray Colyer says it is important for the Minister to hear the concerns of the Shire and the 
community about potential mining the region. 
“The Minister must be made aware of major implications mining would have in the area,” he said. 
“The local economy would inevitable suffer a terrible blow if mining was permitted. 
“It would cause major concerns for viticulture, agriculture and tourism — the core industries Margaret 
River Wine Region. 
“It would cause wide reputation damage and could have devastating impacts on the environment.” 
The Minister is expected to return a decision on five exploration licence applications pertaining to the 
Vasse River Coalfields in the MRWR in the coming weeks. 
Western Coal Pty Ltd is the applicant for four of these exploration licence applications. 
This is the same applicant that applied for exploration licence E70/4079, which attracted 80 objections 
and was subject to such intense opposition it was withdrawn in March. 
Vasse River Coalfields is located in the Margaret-River Wine Region and covers an area from 
Geographe Bay running south beyond the Margaret River township and stretching across an east–west 
distance of approximately 10 to 20 kilometres.  

I think the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River could not have put it more plainly in terms of its expectation of the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum and his consideration of these applications. In raising this issue of the 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 20 June 2012] 

 p4048b-4049a 
Hon Giz Watson 

 [2] 

coalmining threat over Margaret River, it is also worth including that there has been another development in the 
area of mining and decisions made in the south west also in this last week. I am referring to a decision from the 
Mining Warden’s Court that was delivered on 15 June, which I think was last Friday. It pertains to a number of 
exploration licence applications in the Bridgetown–Manjimup area for bauxite mining. In what is indeed a 
historic recommendation from the Mining Warden’s Court, the Mining Warden has made a recommendation to 
the minister, and I quote from the ruling as follows — 

• That, application for Explorations Licences 70/3979, 70/3980 and 70/3981 be refused.  
• However, if the Hon. Minister is minded to grant the applications for Explorations Licences 70/3979, 

70/3980 and 70/3981, each be referred (not merely notified) to the Environmental Protection Authority 
pursuant to the provisions of s. 38 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  

• That, the Hon. Minister, when referring application for Explorations Licences 70/3979, 70/3980 and 
70/3981 to the Environmental Protection Authority pursuant to s. 38 of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1986, furnish the Environmental Protection Authority with a copy of the full transcript of the 
hearing of the application for Explorations Licences 70/3979, 70/3980 and 70/3981 and the Objections 
before me with a copy of the exhibits and other documents produced to me in the course of the hearing 
and a copy of my report and recommendations.  

That is a very unusual ruling from the Mining Warden’s Court in that it has recognised the impact of bauxite 
mining on the environment and on the local community. It has made a very strong recommendation to the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum to reject these exploration permits. I recommend anyone who has an interest 
in mining matters in the state, in particular in bauxite mining in the south west, to read this particular decision 
because it sets a new benchmark, a new judgement I guess, in recognising three local conservation activists who 
brought the objections against the exploration permits. The Mining Warden recognises their standing in seeking 
to protect the environment in that area and also makes some interesting comments about the operation of the 
Mining Act and the assumptions that the applicant made in applying for these exploration purposes.  

It is quite a lengthy document, but it is a very interesting read, and, in the strongest possible terms, I urge the 
minister to accept the recommendations from the Mining Warden’s Court and to reject these three exploration permits. 
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